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Hubbard returns 
to work after 11- 

month retirement
By Nicole Smith

Residents at HarborChase of Jasper try to solve the Wheel of Fortune puzzle as Darlene Hubbard leads the activity. Hubbard led activities at 
HarborChase of Jasper for nearly two decades and has come out of retirement to work part-time at the facility. (Photo by Nicole Smith)
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A SIGN ABOVE THE FRONT ENTRANCE 
AT HARBORCHASE OF JASPER READS 
“WELCOME HOME,” AND FOR DARLENE 
HUBBARD, THE WORDS CONTINUE TO RING 
TRUE.

Hubbard began working at HarborChase 
as the life enrichment coordinator in 2001, and 
she retired at the close of February 2020, just 
before COVID-19 rapidly spread across the 
United States. In January of this year, however, 
Hubbard had already come out of retirement to 
return to HarborChase and serve at the place 
that has been her home away from home for 
two decades.

She actually called HarborChase’s 
executive director to ask if her help was 
needed.

“I said, ‘I’ll come wash dishes and do 
caregiver work,’” Hubbard recalled. “I said, ‘I 
retired from here and y’all locked the doors 
behind me, and the only way I’m going to get to 
see anybody is if I come back to work.’”

Hubbard was thankful when she got a call 
back a few weeks later and was asked to return 
on a part-time basis. She explained that she 
missed seeing the residents and her co-workers.

That doesn’t mean Hubbard didn’t enjoy 
some aspects of retirement.

“My favorite thing about retirement was 
my whimsy garden. I wanted a whimsy garden, 
and every year my whimsy garden sort of gets 
bigger and better as I clear another patch 
or something,” she said. “Even if I’m not out 
working in my whimsy garden, I’ve got a patio 
set up, and somedays I just sit there and drink 
coffee all day.”

Hubbard also grows vegetables and plants 
and enjoys spending time with her beloved 
grandchildren. Before Hubbard ever worked 
at HarborChase she was employed with the 
Beacon House in Walker County that currently 
provides residential service for female children 
ages 12-17. When Hubbard worked for Beacon 
House, the program had a safe house called 
Murphy’s Shelter for children, and she worked 
at the shelter for eight or nine years. It was 
with the Beacon House that Hubbard got to 
experience being an activities director.

Hubbard was also a juvenile jailer for a 

Darlene Hubbard, at left, is pictured with HarborChase of Jasper’s 
Executive Director Anita Williams during a retirement gathering for 

Hubbard in early 2020. (Photo courtesy of HarborChase of Jasper)
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Darlene Hubbard is pictured in 2017 at HarborChase of Jasper when she was serving as its activities director. (Photo by Jennifer Cohron)

time with the juvenile probation office.
She later saw the job posting with HarborChase 

(then The Terrace), and was hired as the facility’s 
activities director/life enrichment coordinator in 2001.

Since January she has been working part-time to 
lead activities for the residents, which can range from 
exercises and crafts to games and special snack times.

“This is one of the best jobs I have ever had,” 
Hubbard said. “I have loved my coworkers and the 
residents. I like doing family nights and parties. I’m 

a bit of a party person. Any excuse we can find for a 
party, we’ll have one.”

HarborChase was having to do socially distanced 
activities due to the pandemic, but residents have 
had the opportunity to be more active in recent 
weeks. Family nights have not resumed but will when 
restrictions can be lifted.

Hubbard said she enjoys interacting with the 
residents, and she even called some of them during 
the height of the pandemic.

“I like being with people and here you get to be 
with a lot of different kinds,” she said. “There’s some 
of the sweetest people here you’ve ever met.”

When Hubbard talks about her love for 
HarborChase and the people inside its doors, a warm 
smile is always on her face.

“I’m so glad to be back,” she said between taking 
sips of coffee, ironically from a retirement-themed 
mug. “I’ll hang out here as long as they’ll let me or as 
long as they need me.” •
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STAY YOUNG
AT HEART, 
MY FRIENDS!

Thank you for the continued opportunity to serve you in the Alabama State Senate!

Paid for by Committee to Elect Greg Reed, 900 Highway 78 East #106, Jasper, AL 35501

“You are as young as your faith, as old as your doubt; 
as young as your self-confidence, as old as your fear;

as young as your hope, as old as your despair.”

-  GEN. DOUGLAS MACARTHUR
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Kelly Cheatham coached high 
school athletes for 22 years 
before moving to the college level. 
(Photo courtesy of Bevill State 
Community College)
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Bevill’s Cheatham 
teaching more than 

basketball
By W. Brian Hale

PRIOR TO TAKING A ROLE ON THE STAFF OF BEVILL STATE COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE’S BASKETBALL PROGRAM, KELLY CHEATHAM HAD MUCH SUCCESS IN 
HIS 22 YEARS OF COACHING ATHLETES IN THE HIGH SCHOOL RANKS.

With his teams winning two state championships, twice finishing as state runner-
ups and scores of regional and area championships to his credit, Cheatham had a list of 
accomplishments many coaches dream of, but a select few ever see fulfilled.

However, the opportunity to help shape and give direction to young men in one 
of the most critical periods of their lifetimes gave Cheatham the drive to come out of 
retirement and assume the role of a coach once again.

Serving as an assistant coach in the program for two years, Cheatham was 
elevated to the role of head coach in the Covid-shortened 2021 season, where his team 
would compete and have to conform to a new playing environment due to tightened 
regulations to combat the spread of the disease. Coupled with a roster of few returning 
starters, the rigors of a competitive conference schedule and assisting his players in 
balancing athletic and academic duties, Cheatham knew his team members would need 
a positive and supportive influence that he hoped to bring.

“The time from when a young person graduates from high school and moves into 
the collegiate years is an important time, but it can be stressful and confusing as well. 
Being away from home for the first time, not having directives from parents or other 
influential people in their lives can be tough, and most college teachers are different in 
that respect from their high school brethren as they don’t have the time to spend with 
their students in a way that helps them deal with the transition,” Cheatham said. “As a 
coach, I naturally spend more time with our players than an instructor would, and at the 
junior college level, it’s extremely rewarding to be able to walk those students through 
that time and assist them to be successful.”

In his three overall years with the Bevill State basketball program, Cheatham has 
seen the growth of his players on the court and enjoyed the success of watching them 
make a deep conference tournament run in his second season as an assistant, as well 
as end his first season as head coach on a five-game winning streak. The greater reward 

The Bevill Bears ended Kelly Cheatham’s first year as head 
coach on a five-game winning streak. (Photo by Ron Harris)
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for Cheatham was from watching their personal growth, both 
academically and in their character.

“The feeling you get in seeing them do well is literally 
beyond joy. It doesn’t just encompass their time with you as one 
of their players, but when you hear from them later in life as 
well. The calls you get as time goes by where they want to tell 
you how things are in their lives and hear about their successes, 
to feel that you might have had a hand in that, no matter how 
great or small is the true reward for me,” Cheatham said. “It’s 
certainly worth some of the headache you might encounter. 
We really enjoy it, it’s so much more than coaching basketball 
and breaking-down plays, as we’re also imparting skills to them 
that they’ll need to be successful in the professional world and 
in their personal lives. It’s always our hope that when our time 
with them is over, we’ve helped them develop into excellent 
young people all-around.” •

Top: Kelly Cheatham served as an assistant coach in the program for two 
years before being elevated to the role of head coach in the Covid-shortened 
2021 season. (Photo by Ron Harris) Left: Kelly Cheatham took over the 
Bevill basketball program with a roster of few returning starters and the 
rigors of a competitive conference schedule. (Photo by Johnathan Bentley)
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299 CARL CANNON BLVD.
JASPER,  AL 35501

WWW.CARLCANNON.COM

(205) 384-5561

Come see

at Carl Cannon
GREG WILLIAMS

Greg: (205) 302-3009
Brisa: (786) 473-1397 Give us a caa!

Int roducing

COMPASSIONATE, INNOVATIVE, FAMILY ORIENTED, 
COMMUNITY MINDED, RESPECTFUL, QUALITY FOCUSED, 

PATIENT CENTERED, AND SUSTAINABLE.

• Routine Medical Examinations
• Walk-ins and Acute Illness Care
• Occupational Health, Sports, and Work Physicals
• GYN Exams
• Pediatric and Adolescent Health
• Immunizations and Blue Slips
• Diabe• Diabetes Testing (Blood Sugar Monitoring; A1C Testing)
• Colorectal Cancer Screening

• Cervical Cancer Screening
• Transportation Services
• Depression Screening and Treatment
• Mental and Behavioral Health Specialists
• Sliding Scale Fee for Low Income Families
• Spanish Translation Services
• Comme• Commercial, Medicare, and Medicaid Accepted
• Medication Assistance Program

To learn more or to find a location near you, visit www.CapstoneClinic.org.
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Herbert Gates recalls active life 
spent in service to his country

By Jennifer Cohron

Herbert Gates holds a 
shadowbox displaying the 
medals he received during 
his military service.(Photo 
by Jennifer Cohron)
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W

Herbert Gates was drafted for World War II but would spend two decades of his life in the military and another 20 as a civil servant. (Photo special to the Eagle)

WILLIAM HERBERT GATES COULDN’T HAVE 
ANTICIPATED HOW MUCH HIS LIFE WAS GOING 
TO CHANGE WHEN UNCLE SAM CAME CALLING 
FOR HIM DURING WORLD WAR II.

If he had stayed in Carrollton, a small town 
in Pickens County, he likely would have spent a 
few more years on the farm. Instead, at age 21, he 
found himself in Miami Beach, Florida, staying with 
other servicemen in a hotel that had more modern 
conveniences than anything he had ever seen.

“Our house didn’t even have electricity. They put 
me in a seven-story hotel, and I didn’t know what to 
do,” said Gates, a veteran of World War II and Korea 

who will turn 100 in December.
Gates spent two and a half years handling 

supplies in the Army Air Corps before being assigned 
to Company A of the 66th Armored Infantry Battalion 
in April 1945. He spent two months in infantry 
training at Camp Howse, Texas, before making his 
way to Germany by train, ship and cattle car.

Gates had a few close calls during the war.
Once, he was traveling in a halftrack (a tank-like 

vehicle with wheels in the front and tracks in the 
back) loaded with soldiers when German artillery 
began firing on the convoy as it traveled down the 
highway.

The driver pulled off near a wooded area, and 
Gates scrambled to the ground. As he lay there, 
shrapnel dented his steel helmet and helmet liner. 
His bedroll, which was lashed to the outside of the 
halftrack, was riddled with bullet holes.

“It wasn’t my time to go, I guess,” he said.
When Gates was stationed near the bridge over 

the Danube River, a high-priority target for German 
forces, a German fighter plane once crashed between 
the bridge and his foxhole, which was about 30 to 40 
feet away.

“At the time, I was eating breakfast at the mess 
tent. The pilot bailed out and was captured,” he said.
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Dan Morris, D.O.
Orthopedic Surgeon

• ARTHROSCOPY 
• KNEE REPLACEMENT
• HIP REPLACEMENT 
• ROTATOR CUFF REPAIR
• FRACTURE CARE
• SHOULDER REPLACEMENT
• • CARPAL TUNNEL

ASHLEY WILKES PHOTOGRAPHY

1446 Jones Dairy Road
Suite 100, Jasper, AL 35501

205.221.4916

Fellowship Trained in Sports 
Medicine from the prestigious 
Hughston Clinic

Find us online!

JasperBoneAndJoint.com
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On a different occasion, a German bomber 
flying straight for the bridge, where Gates 
was stationed as a guard, was turned back by 
antiaircraft fire moments before it reached him.

In July 1945, Gates was sent to Camp 
Lucky Strike (named for a popular brand of 
cigarettes) in France and was expected to be 
reassigned to the Pacific after a furlough in the 
States.

“General Eisenhower had said anybody 
who had had combat would come to the States 
before they go to Japan. I got on that old ship 
and the first day out in the Atlantic, the chaplain 
came on the intercom and said, ‘The war is 
over,’” Gates said.

Because atomic bombs were dropped on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Gates was spared 
from the horrors that surely awaited him in 
Japan.

Since Gates was making more in the Army 

than he could ever expect to on the farm, he 
reenlisted once the war ended. He would spend 
20 years of his life in service to his country.

In July 1950, Gates spent one year in 
Korea with the 73rd Tank Battalion.

“Coldest place in the world, I think. We 
lived out in the field a lot of times, and it was 20 
degrees below zero,” Gates said.

Gates married his wife, Doris, right after 
the war.

They had met two years earlier when he 
was home on leave. One of Gates’ friends was 
going to the movies. Doris was asked to go as 
Gates’ date, but she wanted to meet him first.

Gates walked in while she and another 
woman were sweeping the floor in the store 
where she worked in Carrolton.

“She said, ‘Well, Doris, he looks all right.’ 
So I went to the movies with him and I told 
him, ‘I’ve been sweeping the floor every since,’” 

This page, top: Herbert 
Gates, at left, was 
promoted to master 
sergeant in January 1962 
at Fort McClellan by 
Major Packard. Bottom: 
First Class Herbert Gates 
is seen aboard ship during 
Operation Portrex, a 
training exercise on Vieques 
Island off Puerto Rico on 
the eve of the Korean War. 
(Photos special to the Eagle)

Opposite page, top left: 
Herbert Gates and his 
wife, Doris, are pictured 
together in 1962 after he 
was promoted to the rank of 
master sergeant. Top right: 
Herbert Gates, a veteran of 
World War II and Korea, 
will turn 100 in December.
Bottom: Master Sgt. 
Wiliam Herbert Gates 
stands in uniform with his 
grandson, Josh Gates, a 
former member of the 3rd 
Bn 75th Ranger Regiment. 
(Photos special to the Eagle)
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Doris Gates joked.
Because of the housing shortage 

caused by construction being halted 
during World War II, the two started out 
married life renting a room from an older 
couple in Clarksville, Tennessee.

After several more moves, in 1956 
the family (which by that pointed included 
two sons) relocated from Fort Benning, 
Georgia, to France for three years.

Gates retired from the Army in 1962 
as a master sergeant and then worked 
another 21 years in civil service, first as an 
instructor in the chemical school at Fort 
McClellan and later in the motor pool.

The couple eventually sold their 
house in Anniston and moved to Jasper to 
be closer to their son, John, who recently 
retired as pastor of Mount Vernon Baptist 
Church after 22 years.

Their other son, Bill, and two of their 
grandchildren, Jacob and Josh Gates, have 
also served in the U.S. military. •
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Local author picks up 
new hobby in retirement

By Jennifer Cohron

Local author Nancee Cain stands 
near a display case filled with some of 
her literary peg dolls at Jasper Public 
Library. (Photo by Jennifer Cohron)
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Top photo: The collection on display now at Jasper Public 
Library includes many much-loved children’s book characters as 
well as a set inspired by Cain’s books. (Photo by Jennifer Cohron) 
Bottom photo: Nancee Cain painted a set of Winnie the Pooh 
characters for the library display. (Photo special to the Eagle)

NANCEE CAIN ISN’T ONE TO SIT AROUND IN 
RETIREMENT.

Since her career as a nurse and recovery addiction 
counselor ended last year, Cain has not only continued writing 
romance novels but has also picked up a new hobby... painting 
wooden peg dolls.

“My husband says I don’t understand retirement because 
I have to have a project,” said Cain, whose books can be found 
at Jasper Public Library, which is hosting a display of her peg 
dolls of literary characters through the end of June.

She was inspired to start painting peg dolls last year 
while trying to find tactile toys for her soon-to-be-1-year-old 
grandson.

“His favorite book is ‘The Little Blue Truck.’ I bought him 
a truck that had all of the characters, but it was too small for 
him because at that age everything goes in the mouth. So I 
thought, ‘I’m going to try this. Why not? I watch Bob Ross,’” 
Cain said, laughing.

Her first effort was Remi, the angel/priest from her debut 
novel, “Saving Evangeline.”

The collection on display now at Jasper Public Library 
includes many much-loved children’s book characters as well 
as a set inspired by Cain’s books.

She wanted the library display to include generational 
favorites such as Paddington and Eloise as well as new ones 
such as “Diary of a Wimpy Kid.”

“I wanted them to be diverse. I wanted every child who 
walks in this library to find one and think, ‘I identify.’ So I did 
Dora and Diego and ‘The Snowy Day,’” Cain said.

She has also done several sets for friends inspired by TV 
shows like “The Golden Girls” “Murder, She Wrote” and “I Love 
Lucy.”

In all, Cain estimates that she has completed more than 
50 peg dolls in the past year. So far, she prefers to continue 
it as a hobby rather than giving in to the suggestion that she 
open her own Etsy shop.

“I don’t want to take the fun out of it. I don’t want to be 
locked into painting 30 Santa Clauses. I tend to like to want to 
paint one thing and then move on to something else,” she said.

Cain takes a different approach when it comes to her 
writing, returning to characters and places.

Since 2015, she has authored three paranormal romances 
about snarky angels and seven books in the Pine Bluff series, 
set in a small Alabama town where “everyone knows your 
name and your business.”

The latter was the first to be written but was published 
after “Saving Evangeline.”
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“When my daughter was little, my 
husband worked evenings and nights in the 
coal mines. I wasn’t a TV person. When she 
went to bed, I’d read and think, ‘I can do that.’ 
So I started writing my stories,” Cain said.

By 2012, Cain had written four books. A 
friend who was a published romance author 
became a mentor, encouraging her to take 
some time to learn the craft.

Once Cain understood the rules, she felt 
a new freedom to break them by writing a 
romance novel about a rogue angel, Remiel, 
who comes to Earth to save a suicidal young 
woman and is forced to take on the persona of 
a priest.

“I made him funny because I didn’t want it 
to be a downer. The last time he was on Earth 
was Woodstock, and he got in some trouble. 
He likes to smoke. He likes to drink. People just 
fell in love with him,” Cain said.

In 2014, Cain pitched “Saving Evangeline” 
at a conference and found a taker in Omnific 
Publishing.

Two other self-published paranormal 

At left: “The Realization of Grayson Deschanelle” is 
Nancee Cain’s latest book. Cain painted Grayson and 
several other characters from her romance series for 
the display of literary peg dolls at Jasper Public Library. 
(Photos by Jennifer Cohron) Below: The set of Harry 
Potter peg dolls have been a favorite of young readers who 
stop by Jasper Public Library. (Photo special to the Eagle)
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romances followed: “Tempting Jo” and “Loving Lili.” 
The latter came about as fans clamored for fallen 
angel Luc to be given his own romance.

“I said, ‘He’s the devil! How do you give the 
devil a happy ending?’ But people wanted to know 
what happened to him. So that was a novella,” she 
said.

Seven books were published in the Pine Bluff 
series between 2017 and 2020, and one more is 

on its way in September.
Though Cain doesn’t write clean romances (on 

a scale of one to five with five being the hottest 
level of romances, she gives hers a three), she does 
believe in redemption for her characters.

“I like real-life situations with humor. All of 
them get a happy ending. It may not be marriage 
bells, but it’s a happy-for-now. I believe in diversity, 
and I believe in second chances,” she said. •

Since her career as a nurse and recovery addiction counselor 
ended last year, Cain has not only continued writing 
romance novels but has also picked up a new hobby... 
painting wooden peg dolls. (Photos special to the Eagle)
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Deputy returns part-time 
to enjoy retirement

By Ed Howell

Sgt. Joe Taylor, who came back from 
retirement to serve part-time with the 
Waker County Sheriff ’s Office, is now 

known for not just security at the Probate 
Judge’s Office but also helping navigate 

the public with COVID-19 protocol and 
directions in the office. (Photo by Ed Howell)
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SGT. JOE TAYLOR IS NOW A FAMILIAR FACE TO 
THE PUBLIC WHEN ONE COMES TO GET TAGS OR 
LICENSES AT THE PROBATE JUDGE’S OFFICE. He is the 
Walker County Sheriff’s Office deputy at the front who 
directs you to where you need to go, while providing a 
security presence with over a half century of experience.

Taylor, 76, actually came out of retirement about a 
decade ago and has been part-time since, working now 29 
hours a week. He was reassigned from the Walker County 
Courthouse’s court offices to Probate Judge A. Lee Tucker’s 
office last year at the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
when people were lined up due to distancing and other 
protocols.

Tucker said Taylor has been “a blessing and a 
tremendous asset” to the staff, providing “not only security 
but a level of calm to the public.” 

He said Taylor helps the office serve the several 
hundred people that the staff interacts with each day. “It 
is hard to imagine the office operating in the same way 
without him,” Tucker said.

“His many years of service as an officer and 

knowledge of the public he has interacted with give him 
a unique ability to maintain security during these difficult 
times,” he said.

Sheriff Nick Smith feels the same way.
“We’re proud to have Joe still at the Sheriff’s Office 

after all these years,” he said. ‘Somebody like Joe has 
so much knowledge and wisdom. He’s also the perfect 
example of dedication and loyalty that you want to instill in 
the young guys for the future. 

“It really is an honor to have him still wearing the star 
and contributing to the department however we ask him 
to. Wouldn’t trade him for the world; he is a true asset to 
the Sheriff’s Office.”

Born on June 3, 1944, in Jasper, Taylor was one 
of nine children (including his late twin brother, Jack) 
belonging to the late Griffin and Nora Taylor. He grew up 
in Curry and Boldo as the family farmed but quit school in 
Boldo in the eighth-grade. He got jobs at McCoy’s Gin and 
Supply in Boldo and Brakefield Lumber for eight months 
before becoming a driver for Top Dollar.

While at Top Dollar, he started in law enforcement 

54 years ago in Walker County in an almost forgotten 
post, leading him to wear a cap with the old familiar Civil 
Defense logo on it.

“It was called Civil Defense. It was set up like a 
government thing, and they had officers all over the state 
of Alabama,” he said. “They would volunteer their time 
at different places. There was no such thing as a reserve 
deputy back then. This was something like a reserve 
deputy, and that’s when I first started in 1967.”

He found he loved law enforcement, riding with 
Jasper police, sheriff’s deputies and state troopers “just for 
the heck of it.” Spending more time with deputies, he got 
to know the sheriff at the time, Howard Turner. 

In 1969, Turner asked him if he would work for him at 
the Sheriff’s Department. “I said, ‘Yes, sir,’” Taylor recalled. 
“When can you start?” Turner said. “Right now,” Taylor said. 
“No,” Turner said. “Give your job two weeks notice.”

He pointed to an old photo of himself at the time, 
noting automatic weapons were not assigned. Instead, on 
his belt was an old “six-shooter,” as he called it, with the 
bullets. They didn’t even have APOST certification until 

At left: Joe Taylor is seen shortly after joining the Walker County Sheriff ’s Office in 1969. Note the gun and bullets that were standard at the time; brown shirt and gray pants were standard uniform then.. Current uniforms 
were adopted under then-Sheriff John Mark Tirey. At right: Joe Taylor is seen in a patrol vehicle in the 1970s, possibly outside the Walker County Courthouse. (Photos special to the Eagle)



Page 22   |  Homefolks - Next Chapter  |   THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2021

1972, and he was grandfathered in due to his experience 
at that point.

At work, he enjoyed patrolling and serving papers. But 
it still wasn’t easy.

“When we started we had eight deputies,” he said, 
plus Turner, and no investigators until 1972.

“We had to do our own investigations. We had to 
work on our homicides and murders, serve papers, serve 
warrants, answer domestic calls,” he said. “My worst part 
about that was answering calls on children, the death of 
children. I worked several crib deaths. I worked several 
murder cases in my career down there.”

Along the way, he 
married his wife, Peggy; their 
56th wedding anniversary 
was marked on May 22. They 
have three children, five 
grandchildren and one-great-
grandchild.

He noted that part of 
the success of her marriage 
to a deputy was that he 
didn’t discuss his work, 
unless she asked about 
something. 

“I never did bring my job 
home with me,” he said. “I 
think that is what helped at 
home was not talking about 
the job, leaving it behind, 
doing what you’re supposed 
to be doing at home.”

Some experiences were 
near fatal. He recalled one 
suspect particularly.

“I had a gun put into my 
stomach and the trigger was 
pulled. It failed to shoot me. 
It failed to go off,” he said. “I 
got (the suspect) in jail, and 
two months later he took his 
own life.”

Asked what that 
experience was like, he said, 
“At the time, all your brain 
is doing is telling you to get 
that gun away from him and 
do whatever it takes. But 
after it is over with, you get 
to thinking about it. If it went 
off, I’d be a dead man or a 
messed up man.”

Another time, he had 
to answer a domestic call 

and a man came after him with a rifle. “Of course, I pulled 
my pistol and I convinced him to drop his, and everything 
worked out,” he said.

Taylor stayed in the department for 40 years and six 
months, retiring in June 2009 as a sergeant, a rank he still 
retains since returning.

He remained retired for three years. “I loved it for a 
while,” he said with a laugh. “The honey-do work killed me.”

Then-Sheriff John Mark Tirey called Taylor back for 
part-time work in 2012, assigning him to the court system. 
After Nick Smith became sheriff in 2019, Smith moved 

Taylor to the county jail until Tucker approached Taylor 
last year to keep peace and make sure protocols were 
followed. 

“When I started, we had so many people lined 
down the street,” Taylor said. The Probate Office needed 
“security because people were rowdy, everybody was 
wanting in and wanting help”, and some a little irritated.

“I had a few that wouldn’t wear the mask and had a 
few because they couldn’t go ahead, but no really serious” 
situations have occurred, he said.

Today he has his own seated station when one comes 
in the door, greeting people while wearing a face shield. 

“I ask them what they need, and they tell me if they 
want a tag or a driver’s license or they want deeds, and I 
send them to the station they need to go to. In the past 
there used to be signs hanging up. All that is gone (in the 
wake of renovations in the office). So I’m the sign man, 
’Tell me where to go,’” he said. (Tucker said new signs are 
coming.)

Helping people sometimes has been interesting. 
“Some of them come in and they forget what they came in 
for. I’ve had two or three say that,” he said. “I’ve had them 
come in with a driver’s license and they want to renew ... 
You look at it and they still have another year or two left.”

He says county officials are more concerned these 
days about security in their offices, noting efforts Tirey and 
others have mounted over the years get more courthouse 
security.

“We’ve had all kinds of people come in. We’ve had 
them come in with guns. We’ve had them fighting in 
courtrooms. We’ve had them threaten to kill judges,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, until now the Probate Office has never 
really had any security, he said. Just by being present is 
helpful, as he feels the presence of a uniformed officer will 
keep trouble down.

“We really need more security in the court system. 
There are too many doors to come in and out at that 
courthouse,” he said. “The (Walker County) commissioners 
are trying to address things. They’ve got one (deputy) who 
is full-time up there, and they are trying to get it worked 
out to get him some help.”

Today, Taylor enjoys the pace of his work and will 
continue as long as Tucker wants him, noting he enjoys 
working with all the employees, who make him feel 
welcome.

“I enjoy meeting people. I’ve always liked being 
around people, talking to people and making friends,” he 
said. “I’ve got a lot of friends in this county, and I enjoy 
new faces.”

Still, as much as he enjoyed his career, he is reluctant 
to recommend a career now in law enforcement, even 
discouraging his own grandchildren. “The way the law 

Joe Taylor is seen as a Civil Defense officer in Walker County between 1967 and 1969. These were 
somewhat like sheriff reserve officers at the time, he said. (Photo special to the Eagle)
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has changed now, there are too many lawsuits against 
officers,” as well as more dangers facing police. Moreover, 
he said pay is low for law enforcement in Walker County.

Working part-time has helped to deal with retirement. 
When he retired in 2009, he weighed 235 pounds, and 
worked out that summer. “In the wintertime, I laid up on 
the couch. I was getting arthritis by not doing nothing.” His 
doctor told him to get back to work doing something.

“So when the sheriff called me to come back, it 
tickled me to death,” he said. He went back to walking 
among the county offices, and now he weighs 185. “It’s 
worth it to work part-time. You get up in the morning 
and you’ve got something to do. Your brain tells you that 

you’ve got to go somewhere now. And so that keeps you 
active.”

He said anyone who retires should find something 
to keep them busy, and if not, then they shouldn’t retire, 
“because you are going to be miserable and come back to 
work.” He said he has seen similar situations with other 
county employees, noting many he started out with died 
not long after retirement because they had nothing to do.

Taylor is proud at the response from the public that 
makes it back to him.

“They will tell people, ‘That officer down there has 
really been nice to me. He’s showed me right where to go,’” 
he said. “It makes you feel good.” •

Below: Sgt. Joe Taylor of the Walker County Sheriff ’s Office directs a visitor at the Probate Judge’s Office while doing security detail there as a part-time deputy. The retired deputy came back a decade ago to do part-time work as a 
deputy. (Photo by Ed Howell) Bottom right: Joe Taylor is seen later in his career at the Walker County Sheriff ’s Office, probably in the 1980s. (Photo special to the Eagle)
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